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Topics covered on 05.05.2022
1. Ecological v Environmental economics, weak and strong sustainability, link to introductory 

lecture on 10.03
2. How to think of EE?

1. Sustainability: Planetary Boundaries + Fundamental human Needs, simplified “living well 
today and tomorrow”

2. Systems, emerging properties, iceberg model, leverage points
3. Scale: energy, minerals, biomass, pollution, space, water, … ? Or growth, EROI?

3. Foundations of EE
1. Linking Planetary Boundaries with Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services , extinction 

drivers, state, tipping points, soils, productive habitats; components of natural capital (Kn)
2. Wellbeing - Needs - Satisfiers - Desires

4. Implications
1. Energy needs, availability, physical limits, limits of markets
2. Example: Climate action and reaching Net Zero
3. From the political economy to economics and back
4. Obstacles, power lock-ins: jobs, cars, competitiveness, growth
5. Normative v descriptive (“positive”), don’t be afraid to state values and implications

5. Action: mindset, Universal Basic Services and the Foundational Economy, democracy 
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